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On February 11, 
we celebrate our 
123rd anniversary 

as a church  
family!  
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FEBRUARY 2012 
412 West Pioneer   Puyallup, WA 98371 

253-848-7243   www.fpcpuyallup.org 
Rev. Sue Watkins, Pastor 
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From our Pastor 
Rev. Sue Watkins 

pastorsue@fpcpuyallup.org 
 
Before February is over we will be in the season of Lent, beginning 

with Ash Wednesday on February 22. I didn’t grow up knowing about 
Ash Wednesday. I don’t believe that very many Presbyterian churches 
marked the beginning of Lent back then. As a matter of fact, all I knew 
about Lent was that my Catholic friends had to give something up. It 
was only later, when I was in seminary, that I began to recognize how 
powerful a season of penitence can be in preparation for Easter. I found 
the following excerpt from “Ash Wednesday—A Wake-up Call” by The 
Rev. Margaret Jones. 

 
What is the meaning and purpose of Ash Wednesday?  
Ash Wednesday is a wake-up call. Ash Wednesday hits us 

squarely between the eyes, forcing us to face mortality and 
sinfulness. We hear Scripture readings that are urgent and 
vivid. We have black ashes rubbed into our foreheads. We recite 
a Litany of Penitence that takes our breath away, or should. It 
is a tough day, but take heart! This is one religious day 

that won’t fall into the clutches of retailers. There 
aren’t any Hallmark cards celebrating sin and 
death; no shop windows are decked out with 

sackcloth and ashes. 
On Ash Wednesday we come to church to kneel, to 

pray, and to ask God’s forgiveness, surrounded 
by other sinners. Human sin is universal; we 
all do it, not only Christians. But our church 
tradition sets aside Ash Wednesday as a 

particular day to address sin and death. We do this mindful that 
"God hates nothing God has made and forgives the sins of all 
who are penitent." We are ALL sinners, no better and no worse 
than our brothers and sisters. This is not a day to compete ("my 
sins are worse than yours are"), but to confess…. 

Ash Wednesday is the gateway to Lent. We have forty 
precious days to open ourselves up most particularly to God, to 
examine ourselves in the presence of one who created us, knows 
us, and loves us. We have forty days to face ourselves and learn 
to not be afraid of our sinfulness. We are dust, and to dust we 
shall return, but with God’s grace we can learn to live this life 
more fully, embracing our sinfulness, allowing God to 
transform us… 

 
When we gather together for our Ash Wednesday service, we are 

presenting ourselves to God and inviting him to transform us once 
again. 

 

Lessons for the  
Coming Weeks  

 
February 5, 2012  

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Holy Communion 
Isaiah 40:21-31 

Psalm 147 
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 

Mark 1:29-39 
 

February 12, 2012 
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

2 Kings 5:1-14 
Psalm 30 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 
Mark 1:40-45 

 
February 19, 2012 
Transfiguration of the Lord 

2 Kings 2:1-12 
Psalm 50:1-6 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
Mark 9:2-9 

 
February 26, 2012 

1st Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 9:8-17 
Psalm 25:1-10 
1 Peter 3:18-22 

Mark 1:9-15 
 

You are welcome to read 
 the lessons in preparation  

for Sunday Worship. 
 

You are invited to a  
Bible Study with Pastor 

Sue each Wednesday at 
9:30 am in the Parlor. 
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Children’s Ministry News 
Megan Field 

megan@fpcpuyallup.org 
What fun it is to spend time with the children of our church and see 

Christ through their eyes. Each time you see a spark of understanding 
or a glimmer in thier eye you know that they are growing in their faith. 

We have begun Kid's Church and are having fun exploring the 
Lord's Prayer and gaining a deeper understanding of what each verse 
means. We explore and learn through reading, activities and games. 
Each week we learn more and find that no matter what age you are you 
have more to learn from the youngest preschooler, right up through the 
teachers.  

In CORE we are exploring the symbols of the church and why they 
are important. Learning and exploring these symbols has helped the 
children to understand why they are a part of our church and what they 
represent.  

It’s time to get excited! Vacation Bible School is 
coming! VBS will be June 25-29. This year’s theme: 
Babylon: Daniel’s Courage in Captivity! Plan to 
sign up as a student, a leader or a shop keeper for 
the marketplace. The more people that are a part 
of our program, the more excitement and joy we 
have! Look for more details soon!  

Youth Ministry News 
Jordan Cockle 

jordan@puyallupyouth.com 
 

Super Bowl Sunday, February 5 : 
SOUPer Bowl Fundraiser | 8:30 am– 12:30 pm 

No Youth Group 
 

Friday, February 17 – Sunday, February 19 : 
Winter Retreat to Roslyn, WA 

No Youth Group Sunday February 19 
 

Wednesday, February 22 : 
6:30 pm Ash Wednesday Service 

No CORE 
 

Sunday, February 26 : 
Mission Team Meeting 5:00-6:15 pm 

Proverbs 22:17 
“A merry heart does 

good like medicine” 

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry �

The Prayer Shawl 
Ministry at First Pres. is 
alive and well. We meet 
on the second Monday of 
the month. Our next gath-
ering will be February 13 

at 6:30 in the parlor. If 
you are able to knit or 
crochet you might think 
about joining us for fel-
lowship, prayer, and en-
couragement with our 
projects. Unable to knit or 
crochet? Then you might 
support this ministry by 
donating yarn for a shawl. 
Four 5 ounce skeins of 
the same dye lot or three 
7 ounce skeins of the 
same dye lot are needed. 
It is best to purchase a 
washable yarn; Red 
Heart is one inexpensive 
type of yard used.  

You can drop your 
yarn donations off at the 
church office or give it to 
Nola Byrd. Thank you for 
helping with this ministry.  

New Member Class 
Pastor Sue will be 

hosting a new member 
class in which we will 
discuss the meaning of 
Christian Discipleship 
and membership within 
Christ ’s body—the 
Church. The class will 
be Sunday, March 11; 
12:30pm-3:30 pm in the 
Library.  

More details to 
come. 

For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that who-
ever believes in him shall not perish 

but have eternal life.     John 3:16 
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Studying Spiritual Disciplines 
You are welcome to join us for the continued discussion of Celebra-

tion of Discipline by Richard J. Foster.  As we move into Lent, we will 
be looking at the Outward Disciplines: Simplicity, Solitude, Submission 
& Service. We will then look at the Corporate Disciplines of Confession, 
Worship, Guidance & Celebration.  

This class is led by Rev. Sue Watkins & Rev. Eric Renz and meets 
on Wednesdays 6:30-8:30pm.  If you are interested in this class, please 
pick up a copy of Celebration of Discipline by Richard J. Foster. It is 
widely available online.  

Per Capita Payments 
We are accepting per capita apportionments. This year, per capita is 

$35.35 per member. First Presbyterian asks that each member of the 
church pay his or her share. Our church is obligated to pay the per cap-
ita even if members do not pay their share. Be sure to mark ‘Per Capita’ 
in the memo area of your check or use a blue “Per Capita’ envelope in 
the pews. 

If you have any questions, please contact Christy Galan at 848-
7243 or by email at firstpresoffice@fpcpuyallup.org. 

To the congregation 
 of FPC: 

I just wanted to send a 
note of very sincere 
thanks for each and eve-
ryone of your heartfelt 
prayers and positive 
thoughts for me over the 
past months. Without 
them and God’s will, I 
doubt I would be writing 
at all! I have really 
learned first hand the 
power of prayer. You can 
know that each of you 
had a hand in the miracle 
that occurred with me. 

Thank you so much,  
Delina Perdue 

Cora Molnar’s daughter 

We would like to thank 
our church family for all of 
the cards and expres-
sions of sympathy we re-
ceived following the death 
our husband and father, 
Scott.  

Pat, Richard, Doug, 
Cheryl, Michael & John 

Hodgson 

Dear Friends at First 
Presbyterian-Puyallup: 

Thank you so much 
for your prayers, notes, 
and thoughts before, dur-
ing and after my knee 
surgery. Pastor Sue, your 
touch and prayer while I 
was coming back thru the 
fog of recovery, I hold 
dear to my heart. It was 
so special to hear the car-
olers in my room at the 
Rehab center.  
The Lord’s Blessings to 

you all, 
Roger & Haakie Dennie 

Custodial Staff Changes 
Welcome Diane Gibbons 

  At the end of November,  it had become clear that John 
Nygard  would not be able to resume his duties following an 
injury on August 31. Our Personnel/Stewardship/Finance 

Commission reluctantly terminated his employment in early December.  
We thank John for his ten years of service to our church, and we con-
tinue to pray for his recovery from his injury.   

Diane Gibbons, who had been performing the custodial duties on an 
interim basis, was hired to be our new church custodian, and we are 
very pleased to have her join our permanent staff. Welcome, Diane!        

Maintenance Volunteers Needed 
The Facilities Commission is looking for volunteers with home main-

tenance skills to assist with maintenance projects around the church. 
Skills such as: plumbing, electrical, drywall 
patch/repair, painting, etc.  

Please contact Susan Hogge at 253-221-
5885 or by email at susanhogge17@hotmail.com to 
put your name on the list.   
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�  Did you miss a Sunday? Want to hear the sermon? We now have 
CD’s of the 11:00 am worship services. They are available in the church office 
to check out.  

�  The next Chimes deadline  is Tuesday, February 21 , 2012. Articles 
turned in after the deadline may not be published and all articles are subject to 
editing. Whenever possible, announcements and articles for publication 
should be sent via email to: www.firstpresoffice@fpcpuyallup.org. 

�  The church office will be closed  February 20st in observance of Presi-
dent’s Day. 

1st ~ Michael Hogge 
3rd ~ Sally Barlow 

5th ~ Dave Pederson 
 5th ~ Georgia Stickney (96) 

6th ~ Jimmy Scott 
7th ~ Malakai Moyer 

8th ~ Carol Moon 
12th ~ Jenna Bowdin 

12th ~ Ann Runger (95) 
13th ~ Katie Potasky 

13th ~ Mary Ellen Sparks 
14th ~ Devin Carriveau 

14th ~ Lois Sand 
19th ~ Jane Elam 
20th ~ John Dowie 

24th ~ Sally Zeiger-Hanson 
26th ~ Christine Field 

26th ~ Gary Aardappel 
27th ~ Shirley Bruce 
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1st ~ Matt & Donna Schreiber, 
celebrating 26 years! 

11th ~ Ken & Karen Cockle,  
celebrating 51 years! 

22nd ~ Paul & Joanne Hackett, 
celebrating 59 years! 
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Yule Candle 

The 2011 Yule Can-
dle was presented on 
December 11 to Mary 
Briskey, Karri Wicka and 
Lynn & Jane Elam. We 
give thanks to God for 
blessing us with these 
faithful servants. 

Our deepest  
sympathies are with 

 the family of  
Esther Graffis who  

passed away on 
 January 7, 2012  
at the age of 101. 

Annual Report 
Copies of the 2011 

Annual Report are now 
available online and in 
the Fellowship Hall & 
Church office. One 
printed copy per house-
hold, please. The Directories  

Are Here! 
The 2012 Pictorial Directories have arrived. 
Those who have a photo included in the di-
rectory, please pick up your copy of the di-
rectory in the Fellowship Hall.  
      If your photo is not in the directory, a few 
extra copies are available for church mem-
bers. Please contact Christy in the church 
office if you would like a copy of the direc-
tory. One directory per household, please. 



RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

412 West Pioneer 
Puyallup, WA 98371-8625 
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